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Checks and Balances/
Separation of Power...

. I\/Iayor CEO of the city:

Operations of departments

e Negotiations with unions and personnel

e Drafts the annual budget, which needs council approval

e |Isthe lead sponsor for special projects, tax incentive proposals, negotiations on
behalf of the city with public and private entities

. The City Council

Legislative body for Pittsfield
e New Laws (ordinances)
e Approve all spending including the budget and capital projects
e *Can override the Mayor’s school budget with a supermajority
e Approval of special tax packages or economic development projects
e Special permit authority for large developments and drive-thrus



Checks and Balances/
Separation of Power...

e School Committee:

e Approves School Budget, which is then sent to City Council for approval

e Negotiations (along with Mayor) with teachers collective bargaining unit

e *Can override Mayor’s school budget with supermajority of Council
supporting

e The City Clerk

Where you go to get things done

Prepares City Council agenda with Council President
Oversees/manages elections

Where you file petitions*



The Power of the Petition...

e This is the way a request to the City Council is
made:
e Mayoral requests
e City Councilor requests
e QOrganization/Business
e (Citizen ---- YOU!



The Power of the Petition (cont.)

How to File a Petition

e Extraordinarily simple!

e Go to the City Clerk’s office /Z’/!——s—- _ -
e Ask for Petition paper P
e Write or type your request \/
to the council
e Signit

e filing is Easy, Getting results is more
complicated...



The Power of the Petition (cont.)

Directly from the People

e Ballot Question: Large signature &
drive can place a question on the /Z’/!——s—- —
citywide ballot P
e Example: The citywide vote \/
that killed the Stadium
Authority.

e C(Citizens Petition Can Lead to Change
e Styrofoam Ban
e Name Change of Rosemary & Rev. Willard Durant Park
e Plastic Bag (proposed) ban
e Circus/Exotic Animal Ban



The Power of the Petition (cont.)
Directly from the People
| 7

e Taking Stand on National/International Issues o

(that are not under our jurisdiction, but raise /’ | et
awareness, add support and solidarity) ,

\/

e Anti-TPP Vote

e Anti-Citizens United Vote

e Support of Verizon Workers Vote
e No on Question 2 Vote



- How to Nurture
Your Petition...
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- How to Nurture

Your Petition...

e Find Like-Minded

Supporters

Get 100 or more
signatures to add
to it!

Find a City
Councilor to
Sponsor it. Ideally
an open-minded,
progressive one.
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~ Moving Your4 =
Petition
Forward...
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e Be there for the Council Meeting, speak at open microphone

e The petition may be referred to a commission, board or council §
subcommittee — follow it! Be there for the next round.

e Get 100 or more signatures to add to it!



T L T s .
e There is nothing more effective than a full council chamber to
advocate for your issues!
e Have a strategy
Follow-through with it!
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e Most of the best progressive
achievements started at the
local level. Period.
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